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A young couple decides to take
the plunge – not just in
marriage, but also in the design
of their first home together.

 fever
retro



Many people would agree that with youth there often
comes a sense of daring, which can pervade every
facet of life. And as this five-room flat for two newlyweds
confirms, this boldness to experiment does not always
fizzle out upon marriage. Determined to bring a spark
of individuality to their first home together, they
focussed on their interest in Coke memorabilia and
used that as a design seed. Taking the lead in the
design process, MOD Space Associates took their
cue from these discarded treasures when it came to
colour and the overall feel of things. The result is an
interior that exudes a retro vibe, transporting your
imagination back in time.

crimson strains
Understandably, many possess a distinct aversion to
having generous amounts of the colour red in their
homes. To the average homeowner, the attention
grabbing colour often proves too strong for the eye
and altogether just not worth taking the risk for. This
newlywed couple begs to differ, however. They boldly
embraced the audacious hue and applied it in almost
every room, even the bathroom.

MOD Space was careful not to drench the entire
apartment in red, but instead, used it with utmost
caution in each space. For example, rather than have
the kitchen cabinets laminated entirely in red, only
selected surfaces were chosen to be highlighted with
the colour. “To balance out the red, we introduced a
substantial amount of charcoal grey,” MOD Space
reveals of the darker shade.
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briefly
renovation $30,000
furniture $10,000
type 5-room HDB flat
area 110 square metres
designer Mod Space Associates Pte Ltd
tel 8100-8778
fax 6762-6646

a laminated vision
As much as colour plays a major role in determining the
feel of an interior space, materials too play an equally
important, if not greater role. To construct a feeling of the
past, materials such as laminate, first commonly used in
homes in the ’50s and ’60s, are employed extensively in
this pad. In the living area, a full-height laminated cupboard
with graphic prints breaks the monotony of strong bold
colours, while lending itself to the everyday practicalities
of storage.

Much attention was paid to the display area where
the couple’s prized collection of Coke memorabilia is
proudly exhibited. Glass shelves framed by a white
laminated trim form the focal point of the dining area, and
make for a great conversation starter. As if to further
highlight the objects of their passion, the display unit is
further flanked by two black acrylic doors that have replaced
the previous stodgy pair.

in the loop
“A domed ceiling would have been ideal for creating that
retro feel. However, the ceilings in HDB flats are always on
the low side, so we had to scrap the idea,” laments MOD
Space. This, nevertheless, did not deter them. They put in
the extra effort to detail each ceiling corner such that they
are rounded off into a smooth arc. This approach has
been carried through the entire home, affecting even the
most insignificant cabinet corner. The overall effect is one
of cohesiveness and clarity. 
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